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The year 2017 has been a year of impactful volunteerism and ac-

tive partnerships for Childhope Philippines. Throughout the year, 

our partners have been greatly involved in helping to rebuild street 

children’s lives—serving as shining beacons of hope for a much 

brighter future. 

 

Aptly tagged as #igivehope, the volunteer-driven activities bring 

hope through empowering street children in countless ways. The 

interaction with different groups of people help the children build 

self-confidence. Sharing of stories and life experiences provide 

children with motivation and encouragement to strive to finish 

their education—the only proven tool that they can use in order to 

break the cycle of poverty. These activities help mold the charac-

ter of children into what we envision them to be: respected, func-

tional, and responsible members of society. 

 

Hope springs eternal. Our volunteers become partners and stake-

holders—advocating for the cause of street children—becoming 

champions who aim to uplift the lives of these vulnerable groups 

in our society. 

 

We thank every one of you who believed in our mission for the 

street children and continued to support us on our journey to-

wards realizing our goals.  

 

This one’s dedicated to you.  

 

We look forward to more years of fruitful partnerships with you—all 

for the advancement of the welfare of Filipino street children. 



5  

ABOUT US 

HISTORY 

Childhope Asia Philippines is a not-for-profit, non-government organization working to promote the 

welfare of street children in the Philippines. It works toward the liberation of the child from the suf-

ferings caused by working and living on the streets.  

 

It traces its history back when Childhope International was founded in 1986 by individuals from 

children’s agencies who saw the need to address the plight of children in need of special protec-

tion, specifically on behalf of street children.  

 

In 1989, Childhope established a regional office for Asia, with its headquarters in Manila, after the 

First Regional Conference of Street Children in Asia was held. Since then, it facilitated networking 

and collaboration among the different agencies working for street children in the Asian region.  

In 1995, Childhope officially became Childhope Asia Philippines, Inc. as registered under the Secu-

rities and Exchange Commission. 

 

OBJECTIVES 

The primary objective of the organization is to reduce the number and prevent the proliferation of 

street children. Childhope aims to empower street children and their families, and help them get 

access to better futures.  It believes in education without borders, where the alternative education 

sessions seek to make a difference in the lives of street children by giving them the chance to 

read, write, and learn.  

 

Childhope works to liberate the street children from the sufferings caused by working and living on 

the streets. It promotes and upholds the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child, fo-

cusing on these disadvantaged children. More than teaching the street kids the basics of reading 

and writing, Childhope instills in them the values they need so they can grow up to be caring, confi-

dent, responsible, and resilient members of society. 

 

ORGANIZATIONAL OVERVIEW 

Childhope is governed by a Board of Trustees—volunteer professionals known in their particular 

fields—with notable experience in social development work. Management of daily operations, de-

velopment of strategy and leadership is delegated to the Executive Director, under the direct super-

vision of the organization’s President who is also part of the Board.  
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THE STREET EDUCATION AND PROTECTION (STEP)  

PROGRAM 

Childhope Philippines responds to the needs of 

street children and youth through its banner 

program, the Street Education and Protection 

Program (STEP).  

Guided by the caring-healing-teaching frame-

work, the STEP Program has 4 major compo-

nents which are created in consultation with 

and participation of the children beneficiaries in 

order to provide for their holistic development—

putting the best interest of the child at the cen-

ter of the program: 

1. Education, which includes the following 

components: 

A. Alternative Education modules on chil-

dren’s rights, primary healthcare, values 

education, gender sensitivity, adolescent 

sexuality, personal safety and protective 

behavior, substance abuse prevention, 

and reproductive health;  

B. Basic Literacy and Numeracy (BLAN), 

which is conducted among younger chil-

dren or even to older ones who have not 

yet been taught how to read, write and 

count numbers;  

C. Non-formal education classes under the 

DepEd-accredited Alternative Learning 

System (ALS) whereby street children and 

youth learn through modules guided by 

street educators trained as Instructional 

Managers;  

D. Formal education opportunities, wherein 

children are assisted to go back into for-

mal school when applicable; 

E. Vocational/Technical Skills Training which 

aims to provide the participants with tech-

nical/ vocational skills training opportuni-

ties that will help them to develop ser-

vice/technical skills and positive income 

generating activities which will allow them 

to financially support themselves. 

2. Psychosocial Interventions, which includes 

counselling beneficiaries and provision of assis-

tance to help them cope up with the stresses 

and challenges that they encounter while learn-

ing/training; 

3. Health and Medical services, which provides 

primary preventive medical care and consulta-

tions/treatments to ensure that the children are 

healthy and in full physical capacity to learn; 

and 

4. Skills Development, where beneficiaries are 

trained in leadership, computer literacy, sports, 

the arts and other skills that will help them nur-

ture the good traits they possess and apply the 

values they have learned in life planning. 

 

CARING 

 

HEALING 

 

TEACHING 
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Street Education: breaking the cycle of poverty,  

one step at a time 

EDUCATION 

It’s not an easy journey, and there will always be 

people and circumstances trying to break you 

and bring you down. But you can always make a 

choice to use these problems as opportunities to 

learn and do better. 

 

“By not giving up in the face of adversity, I assure 

you that you will become stronger. You can only 

live a life worth living when you finally decide to 

face all of their fears and take the first step for-

ward,” said PJ. 

 

GIVING BACK   

At present, Pj, Louie, and Isko are all paying it 

forward in their own simple ways. From a street 

child, Isko is now a street educator who is on a 

mission to create more “Iskos.” He said nothing 

makes him happier than protecting, guiding, and 

empowering the little street children. 

 

“I want to make a positive impact in the lives of 

thousands of street children, just like my for-

mer Ates (elder sister) and Kuyas (elder brother) 

from Childhope. I want street kids to know that 

life does get better if you keep your head up and 

work hard enough,” said Isko.  

PJ, Isko, and Louie are men of the streets. Their stories speak of different lessons, yet 

they are all intertwined by a key theme: education opens opportunities for those who 

work hard for their dreams.  

As young boys, life for PJ, Isko, and Louie re-

volved around survival --- getting by with the little 

they have. PJ used to help his mom out with their 

store, but eventually resorted to begging from 

people so he and his family could have some-

thing to eat for the day. Besides begging, Louie 

and his siblings also took turns scavenging for 

plastic bottles and selling them to help feed the 

family. Isko and his family also suffered from pov-

erty. With little to no support, he had no direction 

with his life and was on the verge of giving up. 

 

But with prayers, hard work, and determination, 

life took a turn for the better for the three young 

men. And it started when they realized the im-

portance of learning and pursuing a good educa-

tion. 

 

STREET EDUCATION 

PJ, Isko, and Louie joined Childhope’s street edu-

cation program for street children. They attended 

alternative education sessions --- where they 

learned about reading, writing, children’s rights, 

good values and spirituality. They enjoyed watch-

ing videos that taught them about the basics of 

proper hygiene, and the importance of family, 

friendship, and dreams. 

 

But more than literacy and numeracy, the street 

education program equipped them with life skills 

to overcome challenges. Through their active par-

ticipation in the program, PJ, Isko, and Louie 

slowly developed their talents, built their confi-

dence and self-worth, and carved out a better 

future for themselves.  
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‘SHARING KINDNESS’ 

The street kids’ dreams live on. And with your 

support, more and more street children can be 

like Isko, Louie, and PJ --- alreadly living stories of 

success, hope, and inspiration. 

 

We encourage you to be part of our street educa-

tion program, by giving back in the best way you 

can. There are a lot of opportunities to share the 

kindness --- you can donate and help us fund and 

sustain our programs; you can help us with in-

kind donations; and you can volunteer to share 

your time, talents, and skills to hone the street 

children. 

 

By sharing the kindness, you can be part of a 

meaningful journey of transforming the lives of 

street children. Why wait? The time is now. 

Louie also became part of Childhope as a Mobile 

Music School Coordinator. He goes around the 

streets of Manila but with a higher purpose --- to 

share his passion for music with the street chil-

dren he cares for. He teaches the basics of play-

ing instruments like guitar, keyboard, and drums 

and also hones the street children’s talents in 

singing. 

 

“I am happy to share the knowledge and skills I 

have not only about music but how it helped 

shape me as a person. It’s overwhelming to see 

that they are learning,” Louie said. 

 

PJ also worked with Childhope as a street educa-

tor after he graduated from college. He went out 

of his way to teach street kids the best way he 

can. Now, he continues to embark on his new life 

at sea and remains hopeful to fulfill his dream to 

be a machinist to help more people. 
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Street girl selling sampaguita earns diploma, toga 

EDUCATION 

The cemetery is a place of grief, isolation, and 

sometimes, danger. We go to cemeteries to pay 

respects to the dead. For many poor families, 

cemeteries have become their homes. It’s where 

they live, survive, and thrive.  

 

But a 21-year old lady who lives near tombs is 

out to prove that hope can be found in this 

gloomy place. If only we look deeper.  

 

Khay Ann Igle has just graduated with a bache-

lor’s degree in tourism from the Eulogio "Amang" 

Rodriguez Institute of Science and Technology. 

Khay Ann’s parents struggled to provide for the 

family, and their earnings were not enough to 

send her to school. Khay Ann understood the 

family’s situation. As the eldest of five siblings, 

she knew she had to persevere to help her fami-

ly, and at the same time pursue her dream of get-

ting a good education.  

 

“Nung nag umpisa akong mag aral sa elementar-

ya nagtitinda pa din ako ng sampagita. Tinda sa 

umaga pasok sa school sa tanghali o kaya na-

man pasok sa school sa umaga at tinda naman 

sa tanghali. Ganyan lang kung umikot ang aking 

buhay (I was still selling sampagita even when I 

was in elementary school. I juggled selling sam-

pagita in the morning and going to school at noon 

and vice versa. My life revolved around that rou-

tine),” said Khay Ann.  

 

“Minsan kahit walang baon o pagkain, pipilitin ko 

pa rin pumasok (Sometimes, even with little or no 

food and money, I still go to school),” she added.  

More than anything, Khay Anne’s will to succeed and positive attitude empowered her 

to achieve her dreams. She is overflowing with gratitude to all those who made this pos-

sible. 

SELLING SAMPAGUITA TO SURVIVE  

“Ang buhay po ng pamilya namin sa sementeryo 

ay sobrang hirap. Kailangan po araw araw kuma-

yod at magbenta ng sampagita para may makain 

kahit papaano. Minsan wala talaga. Minsan, yung 

pagkain po namin ay hihingiin ng iba at ibibigay 

po namin (Life at the Manila North Cemetery is 

very difficult. Every day, we need to sell sam-

paguita so we can buy food. Sometimes, we don’t 

earn anything so we don’t eat at all. Sometimes, 

we share the little we have to those who are hun-

gry),” Khay Ann said.  

 

Besides scarcity of food, there was also a lack of 

water and electricity. At the cemetery, it can real-

ly go dark. 

 

At three years old, Khay Ann was already roaming 

around plazas, stores, and churches around Met-

ro Manila to beg. At five, she started selling sam-

paguita and walked under the grueling heat to go 

to different churches in Cubao, Quezon City to 

España and Dangwa Flower Market in Sampaloc, 

Manila so she can bring food for her family.  
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Under the program, generous donors supported 

her schooling so she could finish college.  

“Ang saya ko po kasi hindi ko po inaasahan na 

makakapag aral pa ako lalo na po na makaka-

pagtapos ng college. Sinikap ko pong pahala-

gahan ang pag aaral at huwag sayangin yung 

pagkakataon hangat may tumutulong, sumusu-

porta. Natuto akong mangarap hindi lang po para 

sa akin kundi para po sa pamilya ko (I was very 

happy because I thought I would not make it to 

college. I was all the more motivated to pursue a 

good education because of the kind people who 

supported me. I learned to dream not only for my-

self but also for my family),” Khay Ann said. 

 

WILL TO SUCCEED  

Still, Khay Ann was caught in financial struggles. 

What she earned from selling sampaguita was 

often not enough to pay for her expenses in 

school and her on-the-job training. Sometimes, 

she had to make do with only fifty pesos (P50.00) 

in hand to fulfill her OJT requirements in Quezon 

City and Paranaque City. But Khay Ann is proud 

of her poverty.  

 

“Masaya ako sa ganitong buhay ko kasi dahil sa 

paghihirap ko nagkaroon ako ng pangarap sa 

buhay, hindi lang para sa akin kundi para sa 

pamilya ko at sa mga taong nakapalibot sa akin. 

Nagawa ko yung misyon ko sa buhay --- ang 

makapagtapos (Because of the hardships I expe-

rienced, I learned to dream not only for myself 

but also for my family and the people around me. 

I was able to fulfill a mission in life --- to finish 

school and get a good education),” Khay Ann 

said.  

 

More than anything, Khay Ann’s will to succeed 

and positive attitude empowered her to achieve 

her dreams. She is overflowing with gratitude to 

all those who made this possible. She aims to 

return the kindness and pay it forward by helping 

her siblings go to school, and helping other peo-

ple in need.  

HOPE IS NOT LOST  

The struggle is real for Khay Ann. At times, she 

thought she could not make it. She felt the finan-

cial and emotional challenges were too much to 

bear.  

 

“May mga panahon po kasi na down ako at feel-

ing ko hindi sapat ang ginagawa ko. Pero mahal 

ko ang nanay at tatay ko, and ginamit ko ang 

mga salita nila bilang inspirasyon at motibasyon. 

Ang sabi ko sa sarili ko balang araw makakapag-

tapos din ako at matutulungan ko sila (I was 

down because I felt my efforts and sacrifices 

were never enough. But I love my parents, and I 

tried to challenge myself and I used their words 

as inspiration and motivation. I told myself that 

someday, I will prove to them that I can help 

them by finishing school),” Khay Ann said.  

 

Khay Ann found another opportunity for learning 

through Childhope Philippines’ street education 

program. At nine years old, she started attending 

sessions led by street educators. While on the 

streets, she was learning about her rights and 

responsibilities as a child, proper hygiene and 

basic health care, and values like hard work and 

determination. While still selling sampaguitas 

and going to school, she managed to actively par-

ticipate in Childhope’s activities.  

 

Khay Ann was chosen by Childhope to be a Junior 

Health Worker (JHW) when she was in second 

year high school. As a junior health worker, she 

helped fellow street children in basic first aid and 

proper hygiene. Childhope saw Khay Ann’s lead-

ership potentials, and honed her skills.  

 

“Every meeting, assembly, at iba pa umaatend po 

ako para may mas matutunan. Mas lumakas ang 

loob ko, mas nagtiwala sa sarili (I tried to actively 

participate in every meeting and assembly to 

learn, to trust in myself, and to build my self-

confidence),” Khay Ann said.  

 

One of Khay Ann’s biggest breakthroughs came 

when she was in third year high school. She was 

chosen to be a beneficiary of Childhope’s Educa-

tional Assistance Program (EAP). Ann said.  
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FROM STREET TO SCHOOL: daughter of buko  

vendor finishes college 

EDUCATION 

SEARCHING FOR HOME  

The 21-year old recalls her early days living with 

her family at a parking lot near the CCP Complex 

in Pasay City. Arlene’s parents did not have sta-

ble jobs, and at a young age, she had to help sell 

goods in a cart to earn for the family. Things got 

worse when their makeshift home at the parking 

lot was demolished by police.  

 

“Napunta po ako sa isang center para sa mga 

bata. Pero tumakas po ako at hinanap ko po 

yung pamilya ko sa kalye (I was brought to a cen-

ter for abandoned children. But I managed to es-

cape and find my way back to my family on the 

streets),” said Arlene.  

 

As the eldest of three siblings, Arlene knew early 

on that she had to be strong for her family. Her 

father found a small room for rent along Roxas 

Boulevard. But they were also asked to leave be-

cause her father had arguments with the caretak-

er. It seems Arlene and her family were not lucky 

in looking for a place to stay.  

 

But they persevered while on the streets. Arlene’s 

father sold ‘buko’ (coconuts) in a cart and walked 

along Roxas Boulevard. The caretaker of the 

warehouse where the coconuts are stored took 

pity on Arlene and her family.  

 

“Naawa sa amin yung caretaker kaya pinarenta 

niya yung likod ng bahay niya sa amin. May natu-

tuluyan na kami (The caretaker allowed us to rent 

a small place behind his home for a cheap price. 

Finally, we had a place to stay in),” Arlene said.  

What keeps Arlene going is her positive outlook and determination. Her circumstances 

did not stop her from actively pursuing a good education. 

Arlene Pagamocan has not yet lived in a place 

she can call her own home. She has been used 

to staying on the streets and open spaces around 

Metro Manila.  

 

What keeps Arlene going is her positive outlook 

and determination. Her circumstances did not 

stop her from actively pursuing a good education.  

Now, she makes her family proud as a college 

graduate with a degree in Human Resource and 

Operations Management from the Pamantasan 

ng Lungsod ng Maynila.  

 

“Kahit sobrang walang wala ka, dapat maghold 

ka sa dreams na makakatapos. Buksan mo ang 

sarili mo sa mga opportunities (Even without 

money, you should hold on to your dreams of fin-

ishing school. Open yourself up to opportuni-

ties),” Arlene said.  
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“Minsan po wala talagang kinita at isang basong 

kape lang ang pinagsasaluhan namin sa buong 

araw. Minsan yung natirang kanin ng kapitbahay 

na binibigay sa amin, yun na yung ginagawa nam-

ing sangag sa gabi (Sometimes, when we really 

had no money, we had to make do with sharing 

one glass of coffee to last us throughout the day. 

Sometimes, our good neighbors would give us 

left over rice and we would use this as fried rice 

for dinner,” Arlene said.  

 

But Arlene chose not to give up. She used the 

challenges, and the sacrifices of her parents as 

motivation to work even harder. Arlene says she 

couldn’t have done it without a support system.  

“Hanggat may gustong tumulong sa iyo, kunin mo 

at pagbutihin mo ang pagkakataon. Pero huwag 

mong hintaying bumagsak sa yo ang mga bless-

ings. Kailangan maging aggressive sa pagtupad 

ng pangarap (As long as there are people willing 

to help, grab and make the most out of opportu-

nities. But don’t wait for blessings to pour. You 

have to be aggressive in chasing your dreams),” 

Arlene said.  

 

It is this drive that keeps Arlene set on achieving 

her goals to give her family a permanent home, 

and ensure a better future for them.  

LEARNING AND SURVIVING  

Even without a permanent home, Arlene was able 

to learn and go to school. She joined Childhope’s 

alternative education sessions around Manila. 

She was drawn to the program because she was 

fascinated by the street educators and their 

teachings. Also, the street children are given free 

food during the sessions.  

 

“Nung una, saling pusa lang ako. Pero bigla na 

lang lagi na akong nag-attend ng sessions. Yung 

mga natutunan nagagamit ko sa buhay. Nalaman 

ko yung karapatan at responsibilidad ko, at natu-

tunan kong pangalagaan ang aking kalusuguan 

(At first, I was joining the sessions inactively. But I 

found myself taking the lessons and applying 

them in everyday life. I learned about my rights 

and responsibilities as a child, and I learned how 

to take care of my health,” said Arlene.  

Soon, Arlene was leading other street children by 

becoming a Junior Health Worker. Childhope 

trained her how to treat wounds through First Aid, 

and how to help other street children to practice 

proper hygiene and basic health care. Through 

Childhope, she was able to develop her poten-

tials.  

 

“Dahil po naging active ako sa mga activities, at 

sa kagustuhan kong makatapos, awa po ng Diyos 

at naging beneficiary po ako ng Educational As-

sistance Program. Sa tulong po ng mga sponsors, 

nagkaroon po ako ng pagasa na makakatapos ng 

pagaaral (Through my active participation in the 

activities, my desire to go to college, and with 

God’s mercy, I became a beneficiary of Child-

hope’s Educational Assistance Program. With the 

help of generous donors, I found hope that I will 

be able to finish school),” said Arlene.  

 

PERSEVERING THROUGH CHALLENGES  

Arlene eventually went to college. With the out-

pour of opportunities came the non-stop chal-

lenges. Sometimes, the family and financial prob-

lems were too much.  
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Childhope and Citi Philippines empower street 

youth through skills training 

EDUCATION 

Through the partnership, more street children will be given opportunities to develop 

their skills, build their character and confidence, earn income to support their fami-

lies, and get higher chances of landing decent jobs. 

Childhope and Citi Philippines open a new chap-

ter to their decades-long partnership. The two 

organizations are working together to ensure 

street children and youth are geared up for em-

ployment.  

 

Under the Vocational-Technical Skills Training 

Project, street children are taught to live inde-

pendently and responsibly. They attend sessions 

on values, skills for life, and financial education. 

They undergo on-the-job training and practice the 

value of saving. 

 

More than the financial support, the project aims 

to empower the street children by building their 

character and confidence. The street children are 

able to support their families and earn income, 

while also working on their goals and achieving 

their dreams. 
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VOCATIONAL-TECHNICAL SKILLS TRAINING:  

Opening up opportunities for a better future 

EDUCATION 

Despite the hardships, three beneficiaries of Childhope’s Vocational/Technical 

(VocTech) Skills Training project still find their jobs as rewarding and fulfilling. More 

than anything, it has opened up opportunities for them to lead better lives. 

A fast-food worker’s job can be as difficult as it 

can get. It requires skills and patience to over-

come the day to day challenges that come with 

the work. Besides the physical stress, workers 

also go through a lot of emotional dilemma be-

cause of discrimination and abuse.  

 

Despite the hardships, three beneficiaries of 

Childhope’s Vocational/Technical (VocTech) 

Skills Training project still find their jobs as re-

warding and fulfilling. More than anything, it has 

opened up opportunities for them to lead better 

lives.  

 

Marston Venigas, Ramil Clutario, and Ariel 

Narosa earn a living from being service crew at 

fast food chains and restaurants in Manila. The 

three are all in their early 20s. They started out 

as street children with no direction in life, and 

just survived daily through begging, selling, and 

most of the time, luck.  

 

“They were street kids who were dirty, hungry, 

desperate, neglected, and without proper guid-

ance from adults. To escape from life’s harsh re-

alities, they got into sniffing solvent,” said Chris-

tian Undajare, facilitator of the Voc Tech project.  

Even though there were many uncertainties, 

Childhope saw potentials in the three street kids. 

“We give a chance for every child,” Undajare 

said. 

 

EMPOWERMENT THROUGH SKILLS TRAINING  

Childhope’s street educators and social workers 

reached out to Marston, Ramil, and Ariel through 

the Street Education Program.  

They came from different areas in Metro Manila --

- Kalaw, Sucat, and Divisoria, respectively.  

 

The street educators engaged them in alternative 

education that involved lessons on basic health 

and hygiene, values, and child rights and respon-

sibilities. The sessions also involve counselling --- 

social workers help street children to realize the 

consequences of being addicted to vices.  

It was difficult to get the street children’s atten-

tion at first, but street educators and social work-

ers are motivated to help the children to find a 

sense of purpose. Soon, they saw Marston, Ram-

il, and Ariel’s potentials to do well in skills train-

ing.  

 

“The three were not pretty good in academics, 

but they had a strong set of skills and desire to 

help their families. We decided to develop their 

abilities in hotel and restaurant services,” Un-

dajare said.  

 

Under the VocTech project, street children are 

taught to live independently and responsibly. 

They attend sessions on values, skills for life, and 

financial education. They undergo on-the-job 

training and practice the value of saving. 

 

HOPE FOR A BETTER LIFE 

More than financial support, the project aims to 

empower street children so they can have a posi-

tive outlook in life. Step-by-step, the street chil-

dren are able to support their families and earn 

income for their basic needs. Slowly, they are 

able to have goals and are more motivated to 

achieve their dreams.  
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Ramil Clutario 

Ramil, for instance, used to run away from his 

home in Laguna. He then lived at a makeshift 

house along the railroad tracks in Sucat, Metro 

Manila. Days went by and he struggled to survive 

through sniffing solvent and being with his peers.  

 

But through the street education sessions and 

training under the VocTech project, he found his 

way back home. After finishing his training and 

after some unsuccessful attempts, he was able 

to land a job at McDonald’s. The struggles honed 

him and helped build his confidence, and pushed 

him to work harder. He was even awarded Best 

Employee. 

 

Through his determination, Ramil was able to put 

up a simple sari-sari store business for his moth-

er. His earnings and savings over time also gave 

him the opportunity to pay it forward. He is now 

able to help his nephews and nieces by funding 

their schooling. Ramil has been with McDonald’s 

for six years now, and he is inspired more than 

ever to help his family and to save for the future. 

 

Ariel Narosa 

Ariel, for his part, earns a living from being a ser-

vice crew member at a hotel in Makati City. Ariel 

used to live near a railroad track in Binondo, Divi-

soria but through his earnings, he was able to 

rent a home for him and his family. He is focused 

on his work but still dreams of going back to 

school to finish his studies.  

 

Marston Venigas 

Marston is also a service crew member at Chowk-

ing in Sta. Mesa, Manila. From being a solvent 

addicted boy in Kalaw, Manila, he is now focused 

on doing his best at what he does. Through his 

efforts, Marston and his family were able to rent 

and stay at a house in Kalaw, Manila.  

 

Starting out was hard for Marston because he 

experienced being bullied. He persevered 

through the challenge and kept an optimistic 

mindset. Marston dreams of becoming a seaman 

someday so he can better support his family.  

Marston, Ramil, and Ariel still have a long way to 

go, but they take hold of opportunities that come 

their way and make the most out of these. They 

are using the skills they learned under the 

VocTech project to earn income and help them-

selves and their families. More importantly, they 

want to pursue lives away from the streets to 

carve a better future ahead.  
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Nurturing Divisoria’s street children 

PSYCHOSOCIAL INTERVENTIONS 

Life for street children in Divisoria continues, and each child has their own story to tell. 

The street children’s lives are marred by problems, suffering, and abuse. 

Divisoria is home to some of the busiest streets 

in Metro Manila. It is the go-to place for those 

looking for clothes, accessories, gadgets, and all 

sorts of cheap bargains sold in bulk. People flock 

to the area not only to shop, but also to try out 

different kinds of food and adventures.  

 

But behind the hustle and bustle of Divisoria lies 

the grim reality of children living in poverty. Hun-

dreds of homeless children fill the streets --- beg-

ging, or working to earn money, to eat and sur-

vive. Some take a break from the heat by bathing 

under a fountain near the Binondo church. Many 

street girls as young as 13 years old are already 

mothers, trying their best to take care of their 

children. If you look more closely, you will see 

street boys, girls, and even their parents sniffing 

solvents and other drugs to escape their hunger 

and desperation. Some of them are also inclined 

to steal, while most street girls are prone to being 

victims of prostitution to survive.  

 

Still, there is hope in endeavors to help the poor-

est children and get them off the streets for 

good. Some of Divisoria’s street children are par-

ticipating in Alternative Education sessions and 

activities conducted by Childhope Asia Philip-

pines. A typical session takes place in an open 

area or parking lot.  

 

Street Educators and Social Workers go to differ-

ent areas in Divisoria --- Sto. Cristo, Binondo, and 

around the Divisoria mall --- to gather the street 

children and facilitate activities among them. At 

times, the street educator and social worker de-

velop a partnership with a nearby fast-food chain 

so the sessions may be held there for security 

purposes.  

 

HARNESSING STREET KIDS’ POTENTIALS  

One Saturday afternoon, around 20 street  

children beneficiaries of Childhope in Divisoria 

participated in activities conducted at a fast food 

chain near Divisoria mall.  

 

The children, most of them girls, were very excit-

ed and eager to participate. They came from dif-

ferent areas in Divisoria, and they brought with 

them curious minds and hungry hearts.  

 

Twelve-year old Emily (not her real name) was 

one of them. She was taking the lead, guiding her 

friends and making sure they followed instruc-

tions. The street children were noisy and naughty 

at times but Emily was in control and was able to 

pacify them.  

 

Once seated, the street children were asked to 

behave and wait for food to be distributed. Emily, 

along with two other children, took charge in giv-

ing out the food. The social worker reminded the 

street children about good manners. One child 

led the group in prayer.  

 

The street educators, social workers, and interns 

started with an energizer by encouraging the kids 

to dance and sing. The street children were all in 

smiles as they moved to the tunes. Some of them 

got easily distracted, but they all managed to par-

ticipate.  
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The street educators and social workers taught 

the children the song entitled “Welcome to the 

Family.” They guided the street kids in reading 

and interpreting each line so they can under-

stand the words. 

 

“Pahalagahan ang pamilya, lagi silang nandyan 

para tulungan kang maging matibay (Value your 

family, they are always there to help you to be 

strong),” said one street child as he was asked to 

explain his interpretation and understanding of 

the song.  

 

The street educators and social workers asked 

and examined the street kids to find out who 

among them took a bath, brushed their teeth, 

cleaned their nails, and wore slippers and 

clothes. The children were motivated to practice 

cleanliness because the street educators reward-

ed them with stars stamped on papers.  

Street children usually neglect cleanliness be-

cause they are used to living in slums, but the 

social workers encouraged the children to stay 

healthy through proper hygiene.  

 

“Social workers use a number of approaches to 

engage and help street children. You really have 

to know the street children on a deeper level so 

you can help them effectively. You must have an 

open mind and lots of patience and understand-

ing,” says Vince Balza, Childhope social worker 

for the Divisoria area.  

 

CLINGING TO HOPE, ASPIRING AMIDST UNCER-

TAINTY  

 

These street children in Binondo are achievers in 

their own right. At first glance, Emily may be your 

usual young street girl, but a deeper look reveals 

she has been battling epilepsy. She is taking 

maintenance medicines provided by her gener-

ous donor.  

 

Emily has been a beneficiary of Childhope’s Edu-

cational Assistance Program (EAP) and is now at 

Grade Seven (7). Despite her affliction, she is do-

ing well in school and her extra-curricular activi-

ties. She is also a child leader and Junior Health 

Worker. She helps the street educators by admin-

istering First-Aid and encouraging her street chil-

dren friends to actively participate in the learning 

sessions.  

 

Jaymar and Ana, also street children in Divisoria, 

are scholars of Malayan Insurance, a partner of 

Childhope Philippines who has been supporting 

the NGO’s programs and services. Through the 

scholarship, Jaymar and Ana are able to go to 

formal school. This gets them a step closer to re-

ceiving a good education that may be their only 

ticket out of poverty.  

 

Life for street children in Divisoria continues, and 

each child has their own story to tell. The street 

children’s lives are marred by problems, suffer-

ing, and abuse. But amidst uncertainty, there is 

hope --- that through opportunities, street chil-

dren will be able to learn, to be happy and opti-

mistic in facing challenges, and empowered to do 

good while helping themselves and their families 
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Former street child strives for father to come ‘home’ 

PSYCHOSOCIAL INTERVENTIONS 

Besides running a hotel of his own, Dick has one other dream. He hopes he can finally 

convince his 65-year old father to leave the streets and stay at a place they can call 

home.  

“Mahirap gawin, matigas kasi ulo ni Papa. Ayaw 

niya umalis sa Luneta kasi nakasanayan na niya 

(It’s difficult because Papa is hardheaded. He 

does not want to leave Luneta because he is 

used to staying there),” said the 24-year old Dick. 

 

“Mas gusto niya tumira sa Luneta, kahit na wa-

lang permanenteng tulugan doon (He prefers to 

keep Luneta as his home, even without a perma-

nent place to sleep on.),” he added. Dick is cur-

rently renting and staying with a relative in Ma-

nila. 

 

Dick said his father works hard as a carpenter to 

provide for the two of them. When the old man 

could not take up the cudgels, he took his son to 

an orphanage. Dick stayed at the Asilo de san 

Vicente de Paul for most of his childhood. He left 

when he was already in fifth grade. 

 

Dick and his father managed to survive the 

streets through wit and grit, one day at a time. 

His father was always out during the day, looking 

for work. 

 

Dick, for his part, tried his best to stay in school 

while managing the challenges of living on the 

streets. He was very independent and took care 

of his own ---- ironing and washing his clothes, 

finding food to eat, and looking for a place to 

study. 

 

“Kailangan makipagkaibigan ako sa mga care-

taker ng Luneta para makapagaral ako doon sa 

tinatawag namin dati na kweba, ngayon Senior 

Citizens Garden at Luneta park (I learned how to 

befriend the caretakers of Luneta so I can study 

at the place we called ‘cave.’ Now, it has been 

turned into a Senior Citizens Garden,” said Dick.  

“Bawal kasi yun so tatakbo na lang kami pag 

may gwardya na. Pag umuulan, panangga mo 

kariton (That was prohibited so we had to run 

when the guards caught us. During stormy weath-

er, we used cardboards to protect ourselves from 

the rain),” Dick said.  

 

THE STREETS AS HIS TEACHER 

Despite the hardships, Dick has learned to love 

the streets of Manila. It is also here where he got 

the inspiration and drive to pursue and finish his 

studies. 

 

“I saw Kuya Jessie teaching street children in 

Luneta. I was very curious. My life turned for the 

better since then,” said Dick. 

 

More than the basics of reading and writing, Dick 

had a firm grasp of his rights, responsibilities, 

and values ---- through Childhope Philippines’ 

street education program. 

 

“Childhope’s street educators and social workers 

assist children through an alternative learning 

system ---- giving them pointers on how to protect 

themselves from the different kinds of abuse,” 

said Dr. Harvey, Executive Director of Childhope. 
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“The main goal is to guide and motivate the chil-

dren to pursue dreams and a life outside the 

streets,” Harvey added. 

 

“Natuto ako makisalamuha sa ibang tao, natuto 

akong humarap sa kanila. In my simple ways, 

natuto akong maging lider (I learned how to deal 

with different kinds of people, and handle myself 

around them. In my simple ways, I learned how to 

be a leader),” Dick said. 

 

By consistently participating in Childhope’s pro-

grams, Dick became an active junior advocate 

and junior health worker. He was very passionate 

about sharing his experiences to other street chil-

dren like him. 

 

“Bilang junior health worker, natuto akong mang-

gamot ng sugat ng mga bata. Bilang junior rights 

advocate naman, namulat ko sila sa kanilang 

mga karapatan at responsibilidad (As a junior 

health worker, I learned how to treat wounds of 

children. As a junior rights advocate, I was able to 

educate the children on their rights and responsi-

bilities,” Dick said. 

 

Dick was consistent and persistent in attending 

the sessions that slowly built his self-confidence. 

He eventually found himself in college, as a bene-

ficiary of Childhope’s educational assistance pro-

gram. It was a rough journey, though, juggling dif-

ferent jobs while trying to maintain high grades. 

At one point, he thought he could not make it. 

 “Pero lagi akong kinumbinsi ni Nanay Gerney na 

bumalik at tapusin ang pagaaral ko,” said Dick of 

his social worker Gerney whom he fondly calls 

“nanay.” 

 

“Nung nasa ospital ako at kailangang operahan, 

di alam ng tatay ko. Si Nanay Gerney ang kasama 

ko. Kung wala ang Childhope, pilay ako. Di ako 

gagraduate (My father did not know that I was 

hospitalized and had to undergo surgery. It was 

Nanay Gerney who was with me. Without Child-

hope, I would be crippled. I would not be able to 

graduate,” said Dick. At one point, Dick had to 

undergo surgery because of the disease hernia. 

He relied on help from his Childhope family.  

 

DREAMS, FAMILY 

Dick plans to take on a number of jobs and earn 

money, so he can help his father and his family. 

He has not seen his mother and siblings for a 

long time since they were separated when he 

was young, but he hopes to be reunited with 

them. 

 

Dick wants to improve his skills as a graduate of 

a bachelor’s degree in human resource manage-

ment (HRM). He says he could not believe that he 

was able to finish, considering his worries on fi-

nances and expenses. 

 

“Nagawan ng paraan ng Childhope. Ngayon, gus-

to kong ibalik ang tulong sa pamamagitan ng 

pagtrabaho ng mabuti at pagangat. Gusto ko 

magsimula sa baba pataas. Balang araw, gusto 

ko maging manager (Childhope found a way to 

help me finish my studies. Now, I want to give 

back by working well and succeeding. I want to 

work my way up --- I want to be a manager some-

day,” said Dick. 

 

Dick says he believes that the best way to get 

through things is to have a mindset of not giving 

up even when it’s too hard and hopeless. He says 

it’s important to hold on to your faith because 

God will always make a way.  
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Children help children stay healthy 

HEALTH 

Thousands of street children in Metro Manila are in dire need of medical services. The 

children live in unclean environments and engage in hazardous activities, making them 

more prone to getting sick or wounded.  

More often than not, the street children remain ill 

and unhealthy. Their parents could not afford 

hospital treatment for the children. Besides, hos-

pitals may even be too full to accommodate 

them. 

 

It seems the problem is getting worse by the day. 

But a group of young health advocates from the 

streets, albeit a small one, are trying to help their 

little companions in protecting themselves 

against disease. 

 

MOBILE HEALTH CLINIC 

Junior Health Workers of Childhope were actively 

engaged in reaching the targets of the Mobile 

Health Clinic project. Under the project, a team of 

doctor, junior health workers, and volunteers 

reach out to street children and their families 

and provide health care and medical services for 

free. 

 

“Last year, we were able to help around one 

thousand two hundred and thirty eight street chil-

dren in around 10 areas in Metro Manila. Most of 

the children examined were from the 11 to 17 

years old age bracket, followed by the 7 to 10 

years old age bracket,” said Dr. Josefina Pamela 

Carpio, head physician of Childhope Philippines. 

“Most of the children suffered from upper respir-

atory tract infections, dental caries, wounds, sys-

temic viral illness, and allergic rhinitis. The dis-

eases are primarily attributable to the street chil-

dren’s environment and lifestyle,” Dr. Carpio 

said. 

 

JUNIOR HEALTH WORKERS 

Childhope believes that training street children to 

be junior health workers is the best way to em-

power them and protect them. Moreover, chil-

dren are able to relate more with their fellow chil-

dren and learn more comfortably. 

“The Junior Health Workers’ presence in various 

areas lead to greater availability of first aid and 

primary care services, as well as better compli-

ance to treatment protocols, especially among 

the sick, abandoned, and neglected street chil-

dren,” said Dr. Carpio. 

 

Being a junior health worker is not as easy as an-

yone may think. The street children go through 

rigorous screening process, training, and work-

shops. The sessions during trainings include 

pointers on leadership, effective communication, 

first-aid, and disaster preparedness. JHWs also 

attend various activities of Childhope to provide 

first aid and to assist the staff in organizing their 

fellow street children. 
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HEALTHY ENVIRONMENT, LIFESTYLE FOR 

STREET CHILDREN 

More than their tasks, the Junior Health Workers 

take their mission to heart. For the young advo-

cates, being able to help treat the wounds of 

their fellow street children, and teach them the 

basics of proper hygiene and health care goes a 

long way in empowering and protecting them. 

 

“I get happy and humbled at the same time when 

the street children thank me whenever I am able 

to treat their wounds, or give them health tips. I 

feel like a little doctor,” Mary, one of Childhope’s 

junior health workers, said. 

 

Mary has been a Childhope Junior Health Worker 

since 2009. The 17 year old continues to pursue 

her dreams. She is passionate about advocating 

for child rights and well-being, and hopes to con-

tinue taking care of street children the best way 

she can. 

HEALTH 
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Medical students help protect street kids 

through environmental health 

HEALTH 

The Mobile Health Clinic aims to keep street children healthy by educating them and 

instilling in them the values of proper hygiene and basic health care.  

It is a difficult task, since street children have 

been used to growing up in dirty and hazardous 

environments. They do not prioritize taking care 

of their health, as they are more concerned with 

the struggle to survive daily. 

 

Still, efforts are underway to empower street chil-

dren and urge them to better take care of their 

health and maintain a healthy lifestyle. A group of 

medical students from the Ateneo School of Med-

icine and Public Health (ASMPH) are supporting 

Childhope in endeavors to make health services 

more accessible to street children and their fami-

lies. 

The students are in the thick of finalizing and fine

-tuning their module through trials and research. 

It will cover several topics including food safety, 

noise, air, and chemical pollutions, and the like. 

They want it to be very specialized and applicable 

to the street children’s urban setting and life-

style. 

 

The challenge is translating and simplifying theo-

ries into concrete action. They want to ensure 

that street children understand the topics well so 

they can readily apply their learnings in their daily 

routine. 

 

“We realize that there is a need to strengthen 

foundations in terms of educating street children 

on health. The Mobile Health Clinic opens oppor-

tunities for street children to better take care of 

themselves,” said Jerson.  

 

“It is humbling to be given the chance to know 

more about street children’s plight. We hope the 

module will help them understand their bodies, 

diseases, and their environment so they can bet-

ter protect themselves. We hope that in our small 

ways, we help address the gaps in health care for 

street children,” he added.  

MODULE ON ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH 

The medical students from ASMPH are develop-

ing an Alternative Education Module on Environ-

mental Health and will help train the Street Edu-

cators on how to implement it. 

 

“Our advocacy is to promote health, and health 

does not simply mean the absence of diseases. 

We want to help Childhope by making a module 

that is sustainable, that the street children can 

apply well in their daily lives,” said medical stu-

dent Jethri. 
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MORE THAN JUST A MEDICAL MISSION 

The medical students’ engagement with Child-

hope is under their Learning Experiences in Com-

munities (LEC) --- a part of their medical educa-

tion curriculum. They are grateful for the oppor-

tunity to go beyond the four walls of a classroom. 

They are able to see underprivileged communi-

ties for what they really are, and are more in-

spired to make changes and help in every way 

they can. 

 

“We are happy to be able to do more than just 

medical missions. We hope to make the module 

simple yet interactive and deep. We hope that 

through the module, street children will be em-

powered and be more proactive in taking good 

care of their health and their environments,” 

Rainier said. 

 

The medical students are now working on com-

pleting materials, graphic representations, simpli-

fying terms, and activity sheets. They plan to im-

plement the module and train the Street Educa-

tors starting February 2018.  

HEALTH 
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Volunteers, street kids enjoy health care fair day 

HEALTH 

Health is wealth --- and what better way to practice cleanliness than to learn it in a fun, 

creative, and collaborative way!  

More than 100 street children of Childhope Phil-

ippines participated in a Health Care Fair Day --- 

made possible through a partnership with the 

Trade Coin Club (TCC). 

 

Childhope Philippines and Trade Coin Club wel-

comed a new partnership with a special treat for 

the street kids. Volunteers, street educators, so-

cial workers, and junior health workers were on 

site to guide the kids in practicing a healthy and 

clean lifestyle by following simple steps. 

 

Dr. Josefina Pamela Carpio, Childhope’s Physi-

cian and Head of the Mobile Health Clinic project, 

says education is a powerful tool that will help 

street children stay clean and healthy. Carpio em-

phasizes that if the street children are equipped 

with the right knowledge and tools to live clean 

and healthy, they will be more empowered and 

motivated to improve their lives. 

 

Junior health workers, Childhope staff, and volun-

teers manned booths to guide the street children 

in properly taking care of their bodies. Street chil-

dren learned step-by-step the basics and im-

portance of washing their hands, cutting their 

nails, brushing their teeth, and cleaning their 

hair, face, and body. 

 

The street children were also warned against the 

negative consequences of smoking and having 

intestinal worms. 

 

Dr. Carpio emphasizes that more often than not, 

the basics of proper health and hygiene are ne-

glected by street children and their families. This 

is because of the nature of the environment that 

the street children grew up in. That is why it is 

important that street children are given the prop-

er guidance.  

Through the Mobile Health Clinic project, and 

through the support of donors, Childhope is able 

to help nurture and develop healthy habits 

among street children. 
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From street child to tech savvy 

SKILLS DEVELOPMENT 

Nieco still has more to learn, but he has gone a long way. He used to be a street child 

who would go to PISO-NETs (computer shops where people can use a computer for a 

peso) around Pier 15 South Harbor Manila just so he can use a computer. 

Ricky Nieco is getting used to formatting laptops. 

The 21-year old already knows his way with oper-

ating systems, software, and key combinations. 

He has been one of Childhope’s go-to persons 

whenever its laptops needed fixing.  

 

Nieco is on his 3rd year pursuing a degree in In-

formation Technology (I.T.). He continues to be 

fascinated with how computers work and the dif-

ferent data and software. He is very determined 

to explore how he can use technology to his ad-

vantage.  

 

Nieco still has more to learn, but he has gone a 

long way. He used to be a street child who would 

go to PISO-NETs (computer shops where people 

can use a computer for a peso) around Pier 15 

South Harbor Manila just so he can use a com-

puter.  

 

“Tumitingin tingin ako dati sa mga piso nets kung 

paano nila ginagamit yung computer, yung 

mouse. May mga nakikita akong gumagawa ng 

resume at nag-Youtube. Doon ako natuto (I just 

wandered around piso nets to look at how people 

were using the computers and the mouse. I saw 

people doing resumes or watching Youtube vide-

os. That’s how I learned to use the web and the 

computer),” Nieco said.  

The curious young Nieco had no idea then that 

he will soon be working on computers and the 

internet for his career goals.  

 

ALTERNATIVE LEARNING OPENS OPPORTUNITIES 

Nieco grew up as a street child in Pier 15 South 

Harbor Manila. He and his grandmother, father, 

uncle, and cousins got by even without a perma-

nent place they could call home. His father tried 

his best to provide for the family with the little he 

earned as a cigarette vendor. Nieco never knew 

his mother since his parents have been separat-

ed since his birth.  

 

“Nakatulong din po ako sa mga bayarin sa bahay 

kahit papaano nung nirefer po ako ng Lola ko sa 

kakilala niya at nagtrabaho ako bilang baby sit-

ter. Nagaaral po ako nang 3rd year high school 

pero kinailangan ko pong tumigil dahil nagkasa-

kit po si Lola at hindi kakayanin ng budget (“I was 

able to help pay some of our expenses when I 

worked as a baby sitter after my grandmother 

referred me to someone she knew. I was already 

in 3rd year high school but I had to stop attend-

ing school because my grandmother got sick and 

we had to pay for her medicines),” Nieco said.  
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Nieco was invited by one of his cousins to join 

and attend Childhope’s mobile education van 

sessions in Ermita, Manila. Nieco was hesitant at 

first, but was convinced when he found out that 

there was a feeding program and they will be giv-

en groceries. He was happy for he had something 

to bring home to his family.  

 

Since then, Nieco was drawn to Childhope’s alter-

native education sessions. He learned from 

Childhope’s street educators the importance of 

his rights and responsibilities as youth, the ba-

sics of proper hygiene, and important values like 

friendship, team work, determination, and pa-

tience. The street educators saw Nieco’s poten-

tial, and guided him in becoming a child leader 

and an active participant in the sessions. Soon, 

he was part of the batch of Childhope beneficiar-

ies attending the alternative learning system 

classes.  

 

“Ang daming modules na tinuturo sa ALS, minsan 

parang mas marami pa sa school. Na-expose ka-

mi sa maraming topics tungkol sa pagkatao 

(There were a lot of modules in the ALS sessions, 

sometimes more than what they have in formal 

schools. We were exposed to different topics on 

holistic development),” Nieco said.  

 

“Pero gusto ko talagang makatapos ng pagaaral. 

Hindi pwedeng pakalat kalat lang, kailangan ko 

ayusin ang buhay ko (I really wanted to finish my 

studies. I realized that I could not just go on wan-

dering around, I had to change and fix my life for 

the better),” said Nieco.  

 

Nieco finished all the ALS sessions. But when it 

was time for him to take the exams to know if he 

can move forward to college, he had a lot of 

doubts and fears. He was not planning on taking 

the exam, but his cousin was bent on persuading 

him and gave him PHP 100.00 just so he can go 

to the testing center. 

 

Out of the 10 street children participants of Child-

hope who took the ALS examination, only Nieco 

was able to pass the level for high school. He was 

qualified to go to college.  

TECHNOLOGY AND DREAMS  

“Halo halo yung naramdaman ko. Masaya at hin-

di makapaniwala na nakapasa. Pero kinabahan 

ako kasi ano na ang susunod na mangyayari, wa-

la naman kaming pera na pang-college ko (I had 

mixed emotions. I was happy and I could not be-

lieve that I passed the exam. But at the same 

time, I got scared. I wondered what will happen 

next. I knew we did not have enough money for 

me to go to college),” Nieco said.  

 

Through his hard work and the help of generous 

sponsors, Nieco became a beneficiary of Child-

hope’s Educational Assistance Program. He con-

tinues to maintain good grades in Access Com-

puter and Technical College while being an active 

child leader, giving back in his small ways by as-

sisting in teaching fellow street children like him.  

Nieco describes his schedule as ‘hectic,’ as he 

and his batch mates are already working on their 

thesis. If not for the Dell laptops he has been us-

ing, Nieco says he could not imagine how he 

would be able to finish all his requirements for 

school.  

 

“Ang Childhope, sa partnership nila sa Dell, ay 

nagpapahiram sa aming mga EAP beneficiaries 

ng laptops na maaari naming gamitin sa school. 

Ang laki ng tulong niya kasi lahat ng files, pro-

grams na ginagamit ko ay nandoon. Minsan nag-

tataka yung mga kagrupo ko, saan ko daw 

nakuha yung laptop (Childhope, through its part-

nership with Dell, lends EAP beneficiaries the lap-

tops they can use for school. It helps us a lot be-

cause all the files and programs I need are there. 

Sometimes, my classmates wonder how I was 

able to get a laptop),” Nieco said.  

 

Nieco’s top priority now is to finish his studies, 

and hone his skills in programming and infor-

mation technology. He also plans to gain skills 

and knowledge in all types of designing --- from 

web design to fashion and interior design. Nieco 

believes that in the long run, his education will 

enable him to provide a better life for his family.  
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Dell and Childhope: Bridging the technology 

gap among street children 

SKILLS DEVELOPMENT 

Street children on a computer or laptop. Well, that’s something you don’t see everyday. 

They are left behind in this age of techonology due to lack of access to the latest gadg-

ets. 

But Dell and Childhope Asia Philippines are work-

ing to bridge the technology gap, by allowing the 

street children to experience what it’s like to go 

digital. Since 2010, more than 400 underprivi-

liged children and out of school youth have 

gained access to training and basic computer 

literacy --- through the street education program. 

 

BRINGING THE TECHNOLOGY TO STREET CHIL-

DREN 

Childhope and Dell believe in education without 

borders, and reach out by serving the children 

where they are --- on the streets. 

 

“Giving street children access to learning oppor-

tunities and knowledge will help them defend 

their rights and protect themselves from the 

harsh realities of life on the street,” said Dr. Her-

bert Carpio, Childhope’s Executive Director. 

 

“By allowing them to use technology, street chil-

dren are able to discover new possibilities and 

have a new outlook. They realize that there’s 

more to life on the streets, and start to unleash 

their true potential,” Dr Carpio added. 

 

Browsing the internet, making documents and 

presentations, and even basic photo-editing 

tasks: these are some of the things street chil-

dren get to do in Childhope’s computer lab. They 

use Dell desktops during sessions on basic and 

advance computer literacy so they can familiarize 

themselves with different programs and harness 

their new found skills through practice. 

 

 

The street children are also taught about internet 

safety, especially how to protect themselves 

when accessing social media sites, or when do-

ing internet research.  

 

They also learn from a program called The Amaz-

ing Edu --- which allows them to use logic and crit-

ical thinking in analyzing the questions in the ex-

ercises. The sessions hones their abilities to dis-

cern the task at hand during problem-solving ex-

ercises, and then apply sound reasoning and 

judgment in solving these problems. 

 

NOT JUST YOUR ORDINARY VAN 

Street children also get access to the laptops 

through Childhope’s mobile education vans. 

These vans look plain on the outside. But on the 

inside, it is equipped with tools and education 

software to tickle the imagination of the street 

children, while also allowing them to hone skills 

they need in life. 
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“We want street children to actively participate in 

the learning process. Videos and documentaries 

aid street educators in telling the stories better, 

and allow the children to appreciate the lessons 

more,” Carpio said. 

 

Besides the A, B, Cs and the 1, 2, 3s children are 

also taught the values they need so they can 

grow up to become caring, confident, responsi-

ble, and resilient men and women. The street ed-

ucators empower the street children by teaching 

them about their rights and responsibilities, ways 

to protect themselves from different kinds of 

abuse, and ways to plan and act on life goals. 

 

UPGRADING PROGRAMS 

Through technology from Dell, street educators 

are able to effectively monitor the progress of the 

street children. A database program helps them 

keep track of records, progress notes, and sess-

sions --- to better evaluate the services.  

The data generated by the database helps stake-

holders in critical decision-making so they can 

make adjustments to the program to serve the 

children better. 
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10th Hope Sports Festival for street children 

SKILLS DEVELOPMENT 

Nearly 300 street children participated in basketball, volleyball, futkal (football on the 

streets), and badminton. 

The 10th Annual Hope Sports Festival was held 

from April 25 – 29, 2017 at the Rizal Memorial 

Sports Complex in Pasay City.  

 

The Hope Sports Festival has been one of Child-

hope’s biggest events throughout the years. In 

partnership with High Five Hope, Childhope holds 

the sports competition among its street children 

beneficiaries to develop their sports skills and 

talents and to teach them important values in 

pursuing their goals and passions.  

 

Nearly 300 street children participated in basket-

ball, volleyball, futkal (football on the streets), 

and badminton.  

 

The street children were ecstatic during the open-

ing ceremony. Highlights of the event include the 

inspirational talks given by Childhope’s Educa-

tional Assistance Program (EAP) beneficiaries 

who recently graduated from college. They are: 

Khay Ann Igle (BS Tourism graduate; former vol-

leyball player), Arlene Pagamocan (BS Human 

Resource and Operations Management graduate; 

former volleyball player), and Andrew Sumaway 

(BS Criminology graduate, former sports fest vol-

unteer). 

 

They shared their own experiences of working 

hard to pursue their aspirations, and motivated 

the street children participants of the sports fest 

to never give up on their dreams.  

 

Samuel “Chips” Guevara, head of Childhope’s 

Board of Directors, opened the ceremony by tell-

ing the street children to never forget the value of 

sportsmanship and to play and have fun while 

looking out for their team members. 

The U.S. Embassy Club showed its support for the 

Sports Fest by gracing the event to turn over do-

nations of sports equipment. 

 

For five straight days, the street children gave 

their best in the games. Some were out to defend 

their titles, while most were determined to win 

the championships. The 16 street educators and 

social workers served as coaches --- guiding the 

street children while reminding them of the im-

portance of their endeavors. 

 

Throughout the friendly competition, the street 

children were given opportunities to hone their 

skills. Often, the games were intense because 

the scores were close. The street educators and 

social workers pushed the children to their limits, 

but also emphasized how they need to take 

turns, work in a team, and be patient in reaching 

their goals. For teams that did not win, street ed-

ucators instilled in children that there are also 

values in losing, and that there is always hope to 

try again next time. 

 

The Sports Fest also helped to keep children 

away from different vices like substance abuse 

and illegal activities, among others.  

 

During the closing ceremonies, Dr. Herbert Q. 

Carpio, Executive Director, told the street children 

that the Sports Fest will be held every year so 

more street children will be given opportunities to 

celebrate friendship and fun while harnessing 

skills.  
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In Photos: 10th Hope Sports Festival  

for street children 
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In Photos: MusiKalye 2017—Musikang handog  

ng mga kabataan 

SKILLS DEVELOPMENT 
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Kapuso and Kapamilya stars reach out to 

street children through Childhope Philippines 

ADVOCACY, NETWORKING AND PARTNERSHIP-BUILDING 

"I believe that children 

should be off the street. 

They should be holding 

a pen and paper learn-

ing how to write and 

read. Everyone has 

room for a brighter fu-

ture,"  - Ms. Lovi Poe, 

gmanetwork.com 

Ms. Lovi Poe 

Ken Chan 

Addy Raj 

Justin Alva 
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Stakeholders strengthen partnership with 

Childhope to empower vulnerable children 

ADVOCACY, NETWORKING AND PARTNERSHIP-BUILDING 

Children’s Hour GenPact 

US Air Force Mrs. Tourism International 

Citi Philippines (Global Citi Day) 

9th Avenue School Harvard University  
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Stakeholders strengthen partnership with 

Childhope to empower vulnerable children 

ADVOCACY, NETWORKING AND PARTNERSHIP-BUILDING 

TUKLAS Advocacy Fair 

Philippine Olympians Association 

Dell EMC 
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Stakeholders strengthen partnership with 

Childhope to empower vulnerable children 

ADVOCACY, NETWORKING AND PARTNERSHIP-BUILDING 

Atlassian Philippines 

Rotary Club of Lahaina (Hawaii) 

Telus Philippines 
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#igivehope brings Christmas cheers  

to Metro Manila street kids 
More than painting t-shirts and gift-giving, the activity was made more meaningful be-

cause the volunteers and children exchanged stories that allowed them to learn from 

each other. 

In 2017, Childhope launched its Christmas cam-

paign called #igivehope. The program encour-

ages partner corporations and organizations to 

allow their volunteers to interact with street chil-

dren through t-shirt painting and gift giving activi-

ties. 

 

“We noticed that many of our company donors 

schedule outreach activities with us during the 

holidays. We thought of trying something new to 

advance volunteerism this year. We offered them 

an early Christmas treat through specially de-

signed activities to make it more engaging for the 

volunteers and the kids,” said Childhope Execu-

tive Director Herbert Carpio.  

 

Initially, the simultaneous activity happened from 

December 8 and 9, in eight different areas where 

Childhope conducts its street education program. 

But many donors signed up and the activity was 

also conducted in December 15, 16, and 21. 

To date, 285 street children in the metro have 

joined 291 volunteers in T-shirt painting activi-

ties. The children also received holiday packages 

from the donors.  

 

SHARING STORIES OF HOPE  

More than painting t-shirts and gift-giving, the ac-

tivity was made more meaningful because the 

volunteers and children exchanged stories that 

allowed them to learn from each other.  

 

Most of the street children painted Christmas 

trees, stars, and presents to symbolize the 

Yuletide season.  

The volunteers were eager to help them, and 

were humbled to find out that most of the chil-

dren actually do not get to put up a Christmas 

tree, nor receive presents, during the holidays.  

 

For his Christmas message, Randy Tivar, a volun-

teer from Microsoft Philippines shared to the 

street kids: “Kahit saglit na oras napasaya ninyo 

kami ang puso namin. Pero para sa amin, mas 

mahalaga at importante na makita namin na suc-

cessful kayo.”  

 

“Kami naabot namin yung pangarap namin. 

Naniniwala kami na maabot niyo rin ang pan-

garap ninyo,” Tivar added.  

 

Dr. Carpio emphasized that spending time with 

volunteers boosts the street children’s morale, 

and gives them a more positive outlook on life. 

“Through these simple interactions, the street 

children are able to share their lives and get piec-

es of advice from people who want to understand 

their plight.”  

 

Childhope’s first-ever #igivehope volunteer activi-

ty was made possible through the involvement of 

partner companies and organizations: Accenture 

Philippines, Adobo Magazine, Cheil Marketing 

Services, Inc., Deutsche Knowledge Services, 

GHD Transport, Inc, Hinduja Global Solutions, In-

tegra Financials, Mauve Inc., Microsoft Philip-

pines, MSCI, and NTT Data Services Philippines, 

Inc.  

ADVOCACY, NETWORKING AND PARTNERSHIP-BUILDING 
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In Photos: #igivehope volunteer days 

ADVOCACY, NETWORKING AND PARTNERSHIP-BUILDING 
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PARTNERS, DONORS AND SPONSORS 

 

ACCENTURE-MICROSOFT MANILA CHOA, BETINA GHD 

ALGAR INFORMATION SYSTEMS CITI PHILIPPINES GLOBAL GIVING 

ALMANZA, HELEN & JUN CO, BENNIESON GMA NEWS 

ANDOY, CLEO & VITO CONCENTRIX GUERRERO, DAVID 

ANGELO KING FOUNDATION COVEY, JOHN & NENITA GUEVARA, AMELITA 

ANNA ROSE & JACK DATA CENTRIC GUEVARRA, CHIPS 

ANSELMO, CHED & BONI DATACENTER CORPORATION GUTIERREZ, JUDY 

ANTEOLA, BILLY & ELSA DE GUZMAN, EDNA HANDS ON MANILA 

ARCEO, REGINALD DE VEYRA, RAMOEL HAWNYLO, BETTIE & FRANK 

ASIAN SOCIAL ENTREPRENEUR-
SHIP COLLEGE 

DEJUMO, LEONY HAYASHI SEMINAR-CHUO UNIVER-
SITY 

ATENEO SCHOOL OF MEDICINE 
AND PUBLIC HEALTH 

DELL EMC HILF,  MICHELLE 

ATLASSIAN PHILIPPINES INC DEUTSCHE BANK AG HILL, DULCE 

AY FOUNDATION DEUTSCHE KNOWLEDGE SER-
VICES 

HINDUJA GLOBAL SOLUTIONS 

BALBIN, JOHANN REI DHERHY, ANTOINNETTE HUSTAK, VERONICA 

BALMORES, MARIA LILIA DHERHY, MARIE ICTSI FOUNDATION 

BECKER, ANNA DISABATINO, TINA IKON SOLUTIONS 

BROWN, KERR DISCOVERY TOWERS INTERNATIONAL BAZAAR FOUN-
DATION INC 

BRUNO, CLAIRE DRILON, ANALI INTERNATIONAL MONETARY 
FUND-CPAC 

CALIXTO, JULIA FERNANDEZ, YVETTE INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL MANILA 

CAPARAS, PRINCESS MONIQUE FERRARA, KAREN ISIP, LANIE 

CARUSO, ELAINE FIELDS, REYNALDA IVINS, DIANE 

CASTOLO, LESTER FILAMIRA PRODUCTIONS J. KAWAKAMI MEMORIAL TRUST 

CHEIL INTEGRATED MARKETING FLORENTINO, ROSARIO KIDS IN ACTION 

CHILDREN'S FUTURE NETWORK GAWAD METRONIAN EDUCA-
TIONAL FOUNDATION 

KOTAMRAJU, ANA 

CHILDRENS' HOUR PHILIPPINES 
FOUNDATION 

GENPACT SERVICES LLC-PHILS. 
BRANCH 

KRAMANZ, CAROLYN 

GRANT DONORS AND FUNDING PARTNERS 
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PARTNERS, DONORS AND SPONSORS 

 

KRIEGER, NEIL MELLODY, PHILOMENA ROBERTS, STEPHEN 

KUYA OMA-RICE MERCADO, MAGGIE ROXAS, CRISTINA 

KWANSEI GAKUIN UNIVERSITY MILLER, PEACHY RYAN, AGNES 

KYOAIKAN DAYCARE CENTER MOMMY MUNDO, INC. SABALBORO, SOPHIA 

LABELLA, PAT MONCILLA, TYLER BLAKE ONG SABALLA, SHARON AND LAU-
RENCE 

LAGMAN, RYU MONTALBAN, TENG SAGE MADISON LEE TIM 

LAGMAN, ZYRESS MONTENEGRO, ENYA SAPIRNZA, GEORGINA PISAPIA 

LARRACOCHEA, KYRON MSCI HONGKONG LIMITED SENO, ROSE 

LAURENTE, DR. CRISTETA NAGAC, MICHAELE SIILOLA, TATU 

LAZARO, CHRISTINA NITTIN DEV KALIA SILVA, TERESITA 

LEE, NELSON NOSCARELL, KATHLENE SISON, JAN CANDY 

LEGER FOUNDATION NTT DATA PHILS. SOBERANO, NENA 

LIEGE, CHRISTIAN O, SHERWIN SOHEE KIM 

LIM, EDWARD PAULA SONG, STEPHEN & JOVITA 

MAIKER, PATTY PEREZ, AILEEN ST. CHARLES BORROMEO-
PHILLIPPINE MEDICAL MISSION 

MALAYAN INSURANCE PEREZ, JOJO STAIRWAY FOUNDATION 

MALAYAN INSURANCE PEREZ, JOMAR STUDENTS SUPPORTING STREET 
KIDS (SSSK) 

MAREGOLD SPORTS PTY LTD PHILLIPS, NATALIE & JIN TABUENA, AMELIA 

MARGOMEN, TERESITA PILIPINAS SHELL FOUNDATION TAIWAN FUND FOR CHILDREN 
AND FAMILIES (TFCF) 

MARTIN, PAT QUESTION EVERYTHING/ANGIE 
ADAMS 

TALAG, CHRISTIAN 

MARY ANNE RAGASA, DR DANTE & NILDA TALAVERA, SASHA 

MAUVE INC RAMIREZ, CORIT TALAY, MATEO 

MCGINTY, JAKE RED DOT BREWHOUSE TELUS INTL (PHILS) 

MEDIA FORCE VIZEUMS REFUGIO, GINA THOMPSON-GUEVARA, AKIKO 

MEGAWORLD FOUNDATION REYES, PAUL THOMSON REUTERS 

GRANT DONORS AND FUNDING PARTNERS 
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PARTNERS, DONORS AND SPONSORS 

 

THOMSON, JOSHUA   

TIMMS, WILL   

TOTAL PHILIPPINES   

TRINIDAD, MARIA   

TURNER, SHEENA RAE   

UNDERWOOD, BENJAMIN   

VASTI, THOMAS   

VENTOSA, SOCORRO   

VISTAN, LILBETH   

WILLIAMS, KACIE   

WILLS, ELAINE & RUTH   

WOOLEY, KATHY   

YOUR CAUSE, LLC   

YUSON, NINA   

ZAMORA, MARIA ANNIE   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

GRANT DONORS AND FUNDING PARTNERS 
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PARTNERS, DONORS AND SPONSORS 

 

BONJOUR-BAGONG SILANG RUSTANS-GATEWAY WELLCOME METROMALL 

BONJOUR-FAIRVIEW RUSTANS-GLORIETTA WELLCOME METROPOINT-
MARIKINA 

DO IT YOURSELF- GREENHILLS RUSTANS-GREENBELT WELLCOME-FAIRVIEW 

GOLDILOCKS-1 MERCEDEZ RUSTANS-GREENBELT  

GOLDILOCKS-ESPAÑA RUSTANS-KATIPUNAN  

GOLDILOCKS-FAIRVIEW RUSTANS-P GUEVARRA  

GOLDILOCKS-GUADALUPE RUSTANS-PASEO CENTER  

GOLDILOCKS-ISETANN RUSTANS-PASONG TAMO  

GOLDILOCKS-JP RIZAL RUSTANS-ROCKWELL  

GOLDILOCKS-MERCEDES ONE RUSTANS-SAN ANTONIO  

GOLDILOCKS-PRC RUSTANS-SHANGRILA  

GOLDILOCKS-STA ANA SATO, MICHAEL JOHN  

GOLDILOCKS-TAFT AVENUE SHELL-ALMAZAN  

GOLDILOCKS-TALON SHELL-CAA ROAD  

GOLDILOCKS-TONDO SHELL-EDSA  

LANDBANK-ROXAS BOULEVARD SHOPEWISE-DAANG HARI  

MANANZAN HANDICRAFTS SHOPWISE ANTIPOLO  

RUSTANS MAGALLANES SHOPWISE COMMONWEALTH  

RUSTANS TOMAS MORATO SHOPWISE MAKATI  

RUSTANS-ALPHALAND SHOPWISE MANILA  

RUSTANS-AYALA ALABANG SHOPWISE SUCAT  

RUSTANS-BGC SHOPWISE-ARANETA  

RUSTANS-CENTURY MALL SHOPWISE-HARRISON PLAZA  

RUSTANS-CORINTHIAN HILLS SHOPWISE-PASONG TAMO  

RUSTANS-DAANG HARI SPOUSES OF HEADS OF MISSION 
(SHOM) 

 

COIN CAN PARTNERS 
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PARTNERS, DONORS AND SPONSORS 

 

LIM, AIREEN F45 TRAINING THOMSON REUTERS 

ALIMURONG, STEF FORMENTO, SHEILA UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

ARAULLO HIGH SCHOOL ALUMNI GMA ARTIST CENTER US AIR FORCE 

AVOLUTION, INC. iQUBE US EMBASSY CLUB 

BECKER, ANNE ONG, AVIN VOGUE CONCEPT 

BINAGATAN, TERRENCE PHILIPPINE OLYMPIANS  
ASSOCIATION 

 

CCD PUNO, CRISTINA  

CHURCH OF CHRIST AND LATTER 
DAY SAINTS 

ROTARY CLUB OF LAHAINA  

CORDOVA, BEN ROTARY CLUB OF PACO  

DE MESA, YSHA TEACH AND TREAT A CHILD  

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

OUTREACH PARTNERS AND IN-KIND DONORS 
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PARTNERS, DONORS AND SPONSORS 

 

ATENEO SCHOOL OF MEDICINE 
AND PUBLIC HEALTH 

KNOWLEDGE CHANNEL FOUNDA-
TION 

ORACLE + NETSUITE 

BBDO GUERRERO LAMUDI GROUP RAPPLER PHILIPPINES 

DLSU MINOR BASILICA OF SAN LO-
RENZO RUIZ 

SMILE MAGAZINE 

DON BOSCO TECHNICAL INSTI-
TUTE 

MUSEO PAMBATA FOUNDATION TEACH FOR THE PHILIPPINES 

HANDS ON MANILA NUESTRA SENORA DE GUIA PAR-
ISH 

UNILAB FOUNDATION 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

PROGRAM PARTNERS 
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CONTACT US 

CHILDHOPE ASIA PHILIPPINES, INC. 

1210 Penafrancia Extension 

Paco, Manila 1007 

Philippines 

Phone : +63 2 563 4647 

              +63 2 561 7118 

 

Telefax : +63 2 563 2242 

Website : http://childhope.org.ph 

E-mail : childhope@hope.org.ph 

              childhopeasia@yahoo.com 

 

FOLLOW US 

 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/

ChildhopeAsiaPhilippines/ 

Twitter: @ChildhopePH 

Instagram: @childhopeph 

Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/user/

HopeOrgPh 

Rappler: x.rappler.com/u/Childhope-Philippines 

WAYS TO DONATE 

 

 Checks should be made payable to: 

CHILDHOPE ASIA PHILIPPINES, INC. 

 

 For bank transfers and direct deposits, you 

may deposit your donation to the following 

account: 

 

Bank of the Philippine Islands (Ermita branch) 

Account Name: Childhope Asia Philippines, Inc. 

Account Number: 3281-0223-76 

Swift Code: BOPIPHMM 

 

 If you prefer to make your donations thru our 

online donation platforms, please copy the links 

below: 

 

Paypal: http://www.paypal.com 

Global Giving:  

https://www.globalgiving.org/projects/adopt-a-

street-child/ 

https://www.globalgiving.org/projects/to-

educate-500-neglected-and-abondoned-street-

kids/ 

https://www.globalgiving.org/projects/the-mobile

-health-clinic/ 

Simply Giving: https://simplygiving.com/

NonProfit/childhopeph 

 

 For donors based in the Philippines, we can 

issue a tax-creditable certificate of donation for 

you or your company. Should you wish to have a 

certificate of donation, please send us an email. 

 

 For donors based in the US and UK,  

Globalgiving.org issues tax credit receipts/ certifi-

cates for all donations coursed through their 

website. 

 

 All donations will be issued an Official Receipt. 

SUPPORT US 


